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INDICATORS OF STUDENT LEARNING
CONTENT – Students will know:

• How characters come to life

• How actors investigate and 
analyze text or pictures to 
notice, wonder and imagine the 
life of a character

• The role curiosity and inquiry 
play in the theater making 
process

• That they are creative people 
who can use their imagination, 
body and voice to make theater

SKILLS – Students will be able to:

• Investigate details about a 
character through questioning 

• Create a character using a 
picture or storybook

• Write a monologue that 
informs about the actor’s 
inquiry process

• Use voice, body and movement 
in different ways to explore 
characterization



LEARNING STANDARDS
NYC Blueprint Theater Standards NYS Theater Standards

 

Theatre Making - Acting: 
▪ Respond within imaginary circumstances to 

objects, settings and conditions. 
▪ Sustain focus in the imaginary world of the 

activity, sharing or performance.
▪ Use the body and face to create and react to 

imaginary conditions.
 
Theater Making - Playwriting:
▪ Respond to a guided discussion about the 

elements of a story, using plot, character, action 
and setting.

 
 
 

 

TH:Cr2.1.1  Contribute to the development of 
        a sequential plot in a guided drama experience. 
 
TH:Pr4.1.1a  Describe a story’s character actions and 

dialogue in a guided drama experience.
 
TH:Pr4.1.1b  Use body, face and gestures, and voice to 

communicate character traits and emotions in a 
guided drama experience.

 
TH:Re8.1.1  Explain preferences and emotions in a 

guided drama experience.



SEQUENCE OF LEARNING ACTIVITIES
(Estimated time to complete: 3 sessions of 30 minutes) 

• SESSION ONE:
• Through detailed observation, young actors investigate, asks questions 

and wonder different aspects of a character.

• SESSION TWO:
• Young actors use information they have discovered to find a character’s 

voice and write a monologue.

• SESSION THREE:
• Through movement and voice, young actors give life to the character 

they have been investigating while rehearsing in front of another actor or 
an audience.



30 Minutes



WARM UP: I Spy with My Little Eyes

•Context: One of the important things that actors do in 
theater is using their eyes to pay attention to details.  
Every detail offers us a clue about a place or setting, 
or about a person or character.

Let’s get our detail eyes working!



WARM UP: I Spy With My Little Eyes
How We Play the Game:

1. You are about to become a Spy who silently select an object that is visible to the 
person you are playing with (parent/guardian). Do not announce or tell your choice. 
Instead, say the first letter of the chosen object. For example, if you chose a car, then 
you say… “I spy with my little eye something beginning with the letter C.”

2. The other person (the Guesser) playing with you try to guess the chosen object by 
asking directly about particular possibilities. For example, he/she can ask “Is it a tree?” 
Once the guesser has correctly identified the object, he/she becomes the Spy and you 
become the Guesser for the next round, and the game starts again. Every person will 
choose up to five different objects. 

For more ideas about how to play this game, you can watch this video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9d8_IDmNm0 copy and paste into your url

Let’s begin. Remember that each person will choose up to five different objects.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9d8_IDmNm0


WHAT’S NEXT?

Great Job!

Now that we are warmed up, we are going to use our 
eyes to not just notice details but to wonder about 
them.



MAIN ACTIVITY: I Notice, I Wonder, I Imagine
I NOTICE
How We Play the Game?

Take a look at this picture from the book The Last Stop on Market Street by 
Matt de la Peña, and notice what’s in the picture and what’s happening. These 
are called details. 



First, let’s notice details about the setting using I Spy with My Little 
Eyes, but we don’t have to be patient. We are going to alternate 
between parent/guardian and student, and then point it out. For 
example: 

• “I spy a person seated on a white table…” (wait 3 seconds), point out. 
• “I spy a placemat…” (wait 3 seconds), point out. 
• “I spy four bowls…” (wait 3 seconds), point out.

Go ahead and take turns to spy and notice as many details as you can. 



WHAT’S NEXT?

•Another great  job! 

•You just identified a lot of details using a question that ask for 
noticing. 

•Now we are ready to challenge our brains and use our 
imagination to do some wondering about the details in this 
setting. 

•There is no right or wrong answer…it’s just wondering. 



MAIN ACTIVITY: I Wonder
Initially, parent/guardian asks and student 
responds. Here are some wonderings and 
guiding questions to get you started: 

• I wonder what different colors you see. 
Can you wonder why the artist used them?

• I wonder when this picture is from. Can 
you wonder if the picture is from today or 
older times? What do you think? Why?

• I wonder what different sounds might you 
hear…from this (point to a detail)? 
(Repeat by pointing to another detail).

• I wonder what different smells might be 
there. Where might they be coming from?

• I wonder where this room might be. What 
building do you think this room might be?



WHAT’S NEXT?

•That was fun. 

•Some great wondering happening. 

•Now let’s look at the people/characters in the picture and notice 
details about them. For example: “I spy… a person wearing 
glasses.” 

•Point it out. 

•Take turns to spy on different people/characters.



MAIN ACTIVITY: I IMAGINE
HOW WE PLAY THE GAME:

1. Now, pick a person in this picture 
that looks interesting to you – and 
ask an “I wonder question” about 
that person or character. 
Remember to take turns to 
wonder about different people/ 
characters.

2. Choose two people that you are 
really interested in knowing more 
about. 

(Child can pick both; or child picks 
one, parent/guardian picks other.) 



MAIN ACTIVITY: I IMAGINE
3. Now you pretend you are a statue 
while your parent/guardian pretends 
to be a sculptor. 

(A sculptor is someone that makes 
statues. Have you seen a statue before? 
If not, a statue is a frozen image of a 
person or thing.) Using the picture as a 
reference, become the statue of the 
person or character you chose in the 
book. 

4. The sculptor (parent/guardian) 
shapes your body into an exact, 
human-sized replica of the 
person/character to match the picture 
exactly as it looks and takes you a 
picture. Remember to get the details 
right. 



MAIN ACTIVITY:  I IMAGINE

5. Now give your sculpture a 
name and take a picture! 

Say “Well, (fill in the name), 
we are looking forward to 
wonder all about 
you…tomorrow.”



REFLECTION/SHARE:OPTIONAL

Please write a short answer to these questions:

1. How many details in the picture did you notice?  Can you discover 
more details?

2. Who was the most interesting person or character you wondered 
about?  Why?

3. What “I wonder questions” do you have about someone in this 
picture?



approx 30 Minutes



WARM UP: “I Wonder” of I Spy With My Little Eyes
How We Play the Game?

•You have been chosen to be a spy. Your job is to silently select an object 
that is visible to the other player (parent/guardian). Do not announce your 
choice, and instead say, “I spy… I wonder why…” The other player 
responds, “Great question, I wonder that too.” Here are some examples:

YOU: I spy a green couch. I wonder why the owner chose green.

ADULT: Great question, I wonder that too.

(Parent/Guardian becomes the spy).

ADULT: I spy a bird outside the window. I wonder what it likes to eat. 

YOU: Great question, I wonder that too. 



MAIN ACTIVITY: Building a Character

Choosing a Character
•Our detail and wonder eyes are warmed up, let’s turn them to the 

two characters in the picture – which ones were they? Confirm 
they’re still interested. If no, pick a new one. Can we recreate them 
with our bodies? Try it!



MAIN ACTIVITY: Describing a Character
•Now, from the picture, let’s practice describing that character 
from top to bottom - try and capture every detail of the person 
as if you were trying to help someone else who was going to 
meet them at the bus station. 

•Some things you can describe about a character are his/her 
clothing, height, hair length and color, jewelry and hats. What 
other things can you describe? 

•Use the prompts below to begin describing the character you 
chose.  

My character is ______________________.
My character is wearing _________________.
My character has ________________.





MAIN ACTIVITY: Building a Character
• Let’s brainstorm. Remember, since we’re wondering, there can be a lot of 

different answers to the same question. Some themes you can think about when 
generating questions about your characters are food, travel, friend, family, 
entertainment, dreams, emotions, home/house and relationships.  

• To get you started, here are some sample questions about characters:
• If this character has a favorite song, what would it be?
• What’s his/her favorite subject in school? Why?
• What activities does he/she likes to do for fun?
• What’s his/her dream vacation?
• Does he/she have any brothers and/or sisters?
• What would be his/her perfect birthday present? 
• What’s his/her best dance move?
• What’s his/her worst dance move?
• What’s his/her favorite flower or sport?
• Is there something that makes him/her happy? Or upset?

• Now, from all the different ideas we came up with, we’re going to make some 
choices and create each character’s story. 



MAIN ACTIVITY: Building a Character
• Use the monologue template to fill in the blanks with the responses you discover 

about your character. Then take a picture of your monologue or ask someone to 
videotape you reading it.

 

Monologue Template
 
My name is _______________ and I am _______ years old.
 
Today I am wearing __________, ____________ and ___________. 
 
Before this picture was created I was at the _________________________ where I was 
_________________________
 
Right know I am at the _________________ and I need to  _____________________
 
I’m feeling _____________________ because I  ____________________________
 
My big dream is to become _____________________ so that  I can _________________
 
If I could talk to anyone in the world it would be ___________________ and I would ask them. 
___________________



REFLECTION/SHARE/OPTIONAL

How we play the game:

1.  Each person reads their monologue out loud. Rehearse with 
different voices: high, low, slow, fast, silly, angry, sad.

• Leader Directed: Parent/Guardian says first line – low voice. Student says first 
like them.

• Participant Centered: Parent/Guardian asks how they should say the second 
line.

2.  When ready, each sculpts themselves/returns to still picture and 
shares back their monologue. 



NEXT STEPS:

1. Brainstorm to add one vocal, physical gesture or habit each 
character might have.

2. Repeat the monologue with the choice you just made.



approximately 30 Minutes



MATERIALS NEEDED
•Materials Needed for Session 3:
• A phone or camera to capture your work
• Picture from the storybook The Last Stop on Market Street 

(provided)

•Option Materials for Session 3:
• Costume accessories (e.g. scarf, hat, jacket, bag, etc.)
• A pencil or colored pencils, paper, and a fork or spoon



WHERE ARE WE?
We started looking at setting and details. Then we looked at character’s 
details and wonder about their lives. We also created and rehearsed a 
monologue.

WHAT’S NEXT?

Now we are going to “perform” or share.



WARM UP: MIRROR
How We Play the Game?

1. Choose who will be Player A (the Leader) and Player B (the Mirror). 
Player A leads with movements the mirror can follow as accurately as 
possible for ten seconds.  

2. When time is up, the players switch their roles (A becomes the Mirror 
and B becomes the Leader). Now Player B leads for ten seconds, 
following the same instruction. Each participant will be the leader at 
least three times. 

3. Consider playing with levels (low, medium, high), and moving sideways, 
forward, or backward. 

4. Another possible variation: move as if you are sleepy, scared of Player B, 
or as if your back hurts. Use your imagination to come up with more 
variations.



MAIN ACTIVITY: REHEARSE
How We Play the Game:

• Using the monologue you completed in Session 2, both actors 
(parent/guardian and child) rehearse in front each other, as if they are 
chatting in person or virtually like FaceTime. 

• Decide whether you want to perform with your body (actor) or an object 
(puppet).
• Actor: Find clothes you can use for your character. You can wear something as 

simple as a scarf, or a hat, or a jacket.
• Puppet: Take paper, draw the characters and put them on a stick. You can also use a 

spoon or a fork, and tape to attach your character’s picture. 

• Don’t forget to have fun while you rehearse. You can try as many ways as 
you want to present your character. Once you feel satisfied and ready to 
“perform”, set up the camera or phone and videotape each other.



WHAT’S NEXT?  (Optional)
•Choose another character from the picture and repeat all steps.  For 

example, if you chose a young boy or girl, now choose a character 
that is not a young boy or girl.  I bet you will discover many new 
details and wonder different questions to build a new character.



REFLECTION/SHARE/OPTIONAL
Let’s reflect on this amazing journey we started two sessions ago. 
Share with each other (parent/ guardian and child) your thoughts 
about the process of building a character.

1. What was interesting or fun about noticing details in a picture?

2. What was interesting or fun about wondering how characters are and live by 
looking at a picture?

3. What other story books or pictures with characters you can find at home or 
online to use your imagination and wonder about their lives?



!

CONGRATULATIONS!
You did it. You created characters, 
had fun and learned some things 

about theater too.

What’s Next: Look out for more Arts 
Office theater activities next week!


